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Spring  Reunion  a  Sunny  Sunday  Success! 


Clare  Shields,  Ruby  Semko,  Syringa  Marshall-Burnett  and  Juanita  Keith,  all  Class  of  6T7 


If  1997  was  not  your  reunion  year, 
or  if  it  was  but  you  were  unable  to  attend 
our  Spring  Reunion  event  on  June  8th,  you 
missed  a  very  special  morning  spent  with 
some  very  special  people,  including  the 
Honourable  Syringa  Marshall-Burnett, 
President  of  the  Senate  for  the  Upper  House 
of  Parliament  in  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Ms.  Marshall-Burnett  was  here 
that  morning  to  celebrate  her  own  reunion 
and  to  receive  the  Nursing  Alumni 
Association’s  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award.  Celebrating  with  Ms.  Marshall- 
Burnett  were  some  classmates  from  her 
BScN  program,  along  with  about  60  other 
graduates  from  the  entire  spectrum  of 
reunion  years  -  1942  right  up  to  1992. 
Alumni  travelled  great  distances  to 
attend,  some  from  such  far  away  places 
as  Vancouver,  St.  Olds  (Alberta),  Jamaica 
and  Finland!  Everyone  present  was 
delighted  to  see  Dr.  Helen  Carpenter  and 
Dr.  Nora  Parker,  both  Professors  Emeriti, 
here  for  our  event. 

Our  guests  were  treated  to  a  special 
lecture  by  Gail  Donner,  RN,  PhD,  a 
Professor  at  our  Faculty,  on  the  topic  of 
“Looking  for  the  Silver  Lining:  Finding 
the  Positive  in  Today’s  Nursing 
Environment.”  She  amused  alumni  with  a 
passage  from  a  book  published  in  England 
in  the  1 920s,  Questions  and  Answers  on 
Nursing  for  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association  and  Others ,  by  Dr.  John  W. 
Martin.  The  very  first  question  in  the 
handbook  was,  “When  does  the  nurse’s 
duty  really  begin?”  Answer:  “With  the 
arrival  of  the  doctor. ’’Thankfully,  this  is 
no  longer  the  official  opinion. 

Professor  Donner  then  asked  the 
audience  to  share  their  thoughts  on  why 


they  chose  to  become  nurses,  why  they  were 
still  nurses,  and  why  they  were  at  the  Faculty 
of  Nursing  on  that  Spring  Reunion  day.  It 
was  a  lively  discussion  and  provided  a  nice 
wrap-up  to  our  morning. 

And  now,  back  to  our  Distinguished 
Alumni  Awards  coverage.  Syringa 
Marshall-Burnett  graduated  not  once,  but 
three  times,  from  the  University  of 
Toronto,  beginning  in  1962  with  a 
Certificate  in  Hospital  Nursing  Service, 
followed  by  a  Certificate  in  Public  Health 
Nursing  in  1964  and  her  BScN  in  1967. 
She  received  her  MA  in  Adult  Mental 
Health  Nursing  Education  (a  double  major) 
from  New  York  University  and  a  diploma 
in  Management  Studies  from  the  University 
of  the  West  Indies  (UWI)  in  Mona,  Jamaica. 
She  is  currently  the  Director/Head  of  the 
Department  of  Advanced  Nursing 
Education  at  UWI,  as  well  as  a  Senior 
Lecturer,  positions  she  has  held  since  1 989. 


Her  affiliation  with  UWI  began  in  1972, 
when  she  joined  their  staff  as  a  Tutor. 

Appointed  a  Senator  in  March  of 
1992,  Ms.  Marshall-Burnett  has  been  the 
President  of  the  Senate  since  September 
of  1995.  She  is  the  first  nurse,  and  the 
second  woman,  to  be  elected  to  this  post. 
In  1990,  the  Government  of  Jamaica 
awarded  her  with  the  Order  of 
Distinction,  Commander  Class  (CD),  in 
recognition  of  her  services  to  Nursing. 

She  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Nurses 
Association  of  Jamaica  and  has  been  the 
Editor  of  The  Jamaican  Nurse,  the 
Association’s  professional  magazine, 
since  1977.  She  has  been  a  member 
of  Sigma  Theta  Tau  International  since 
1971  and  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
WHO  Expert  Advisory  Panel  on  Nursing. 
The  FNAA  was  delighted  to  honour 
Syringa  Marshall-Burnett  with  this 
Award ! 
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Many  nurses  who  graduated  from  the  University  of  Toronto  since  the  inception  of  the  Nursing  Program  have  made 
an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  profession.  Some  of  these  individuals  have  received  international,  national  or 
provincial  recognition,  others  are  acknowledged  by  colleagues  as  outstanding  nurses  who  inspire  their  peers,  but 
they  are  not  known  beyond  their  workplace. 


The  Nursing  Alumni  Association  bestows  the  Distinguished  Alumni  Award  to  acknowledge,  annually,  a  graduate  of 
the  Faculty  who  has  made  an  exceptional  contribution  to  nursing  in  some  capacity.  We  expect  to  recognize  some 
graduates  who  are  well  known  within  nursing  and  health  care  circles  and  others  who  are  “local  heroes.” 


The  criteria  that  should  guide  your  decision  to  nominate  someone  are: 

☆  Has  pursued  a  career  in  nursing  with  enthusiasm  and  energy; 

tA  Is  recognized  by  peers  as  outstanding  in  terms  of  clinical  practice,  teaching,  research,  policy  development 
or  administration; 

Projects  a  positive  image  of  nursing  as  a  career; 
fV  Has  current  knowledge  of  issues,  directions  and  developments  in  nursing; 

☆  Makes  you  proud  to  know  her/him  as  a  nurse  and  as  a  U  of  T  graduate. 


The  Distinguished  Alumni  Award  will  be  presented  during  Spring  Reunion  in  June  of  1998.  Previous  winners  are: 
Myrna  Slater  (1991),  Josephine  Flaherty  (1992),  Eleanor  Ross  (1993),  Denise  Alcock  (1994),  Linda  O’Brien- 
Pallas  (1994),  Bettina  Braj  (1995),  Gail  Mitchell  (1996),  and  Syringa  Marshall-Burnett  (1997). 

The  Selection  Committee  requires  information  in  the  following  areas:  employment  history,  scholarships/awards 
received,  professional  publications,  and  community/political  involvement.  If  you  know  an  alumna(us)  who  deserves 
this  recognition,  please  contact  the  Alumni  Office,  (416)  978-4786,  to  request  a  nomination  form. 


Completed  nomination  forms  must  be  received  by  4:00  p.m.,  Friday,  January  30,  1998. 


President’s  Message 

It  was  one  year  ago  that  I  first  wrote 
in  this  column  about  the  Ontario  Student 
Opportunity  Trust  Fund,  better  known  as 
the  Seat  Sale.  Now  that  this  special  campaign 
has  come  to  a  close,  I  am  pleased  to  share 
our  results  with  you.  The  Faculty  raised 
over  $  1 50,000,  which  was  then  matched, 
dollar  for  dollar,  by  the  province  and  the 
university,  culminating  in  a  $450,000  fund 
to  endow  new  awards  for  Nursing  students, 
in  peipetuity. 

On  September  10th,  Dean 
Dorothy  Pringle  hosted  a  reception  to 
acknowledge  the  generosity  of  the  lead 
donors.  The  following  awards  were 
announced: 

♦  The  Perinatal  Nurses  of  Southern 
Ontario,  under  the  impetus  of  their 
President,  Pushpa  Butani,  donated  funds 
to  create  two  awards  which  will  bear  their 
organization’s  name  -  an  Undergraduate 
Scholarship  and  a  Graduate  Fellowship. 

♦  Nora  J.  Parker  Graduate 
Fellowship,  endowed  by  a  gift  from  Dr. 
Nora  Parker,  Professor  Emerita. 

♦  Margaret  A.  Pringle  Undergraduate 
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Scholarship,  established  by  Professor 
Dorothy  Pringle  in  memory  of  her  sister. 

♦  Joyce  Oldfield  Cale  Undergraduate 
Scholarship,  established  by  Susan 
Girard,  in  memory  of  her  mother. 

♦  The  Nursing  Undergraduate  Society, 
under  the  impetus  of  their  President, 
Tanya  Spencer,  established  a  Leadership 
Award  which  will  bear  their 
organization’s  name. 

♦  New  Undergraduate  Scholarship 
(not  yet  named),  established  by 
Foundation  Donors:  Gail  Donner  and 
Edith  Wilson.  Major  Contributors: 
Phyllis  Jones,  Adele  McIntyre,  Judy 
Watt-Watson  and  Francine  Wynn. 
Contributors:  Judith  Allison,  Karen 
Barnett,  Joan  Brailey,  Francine  Cohen, 
David  Henson,  Susan  James,  Pamela 
Khan,  Paula  Mastrilli,  Hattie  Shea,  and 
Souraya  Sidani. 

♦  New  Faculty  Graduate  Fellowship 
(not  yet  named),  Foundation  Donors: 
Helen  Carpenter  and  Jane  Graydon. 
Major  Contributors:  Kay  Arpin, 
Marion  Barter,  Margaret  Cahoon, 


Jacqueline  Chapman,  Dorothy  Coles, 
Dorothy  Craig,  Rosella  Cunningham, 
Ruth  Gallop,  Dianne  Harrison,  Ellen 
Hodnett,  Kay  King,  Linda  O’Brien- 
Pallas,  Nancy  Ort,  Rosemary  Richardson, 
Judith  Skelton-Green  and  Donna  Wells. 
Contributors:  Margaret  Allemang,  Mary 
Armstrong,  Lynda  Bryant,  Charmaine 
Caron,  Jane  Cooley,  Sharon  Diachun, 
Mary  Hall,  Margaret  Hefferon,  Jane 
Hollett,  Diane  Irvine,  Olga  Lee,  Valerie 
Lovatt,  Patricia  Sarah  Lyon,  Patricia 
McKeever,  Eileen  Millar,  Gail  Mitchell, 
Anne  Moorhouse.  Barbara  Organ,  Helen 
Paul,  Jean  Reeder,  Janet  Rice,  Dorothy 
Riddell,  Judith  Shamian,  Beverley 
Simpson,  Verena  Steger,  Bonnie  Stevens, 
Sandra  Vizel,  Jeannette  Watson,  Mary 
Wilson  and  May  Yoshida. 

♦  New  Graduate  Fellowship  (not  yet 
named),  established  by  500  Faculty  of 
Nursing  alumni  contributors. 

To  all  of  our  donors,  please  accept 
our  sincere  appreciation  and  deep 
gratitude  for  your  generosity  to  our  future 
students! 


Five  Months  in  Fort  Simpson:  One  Nurse’s  Story 

by  Karen  Carlyle,  9T0 


The  phone  rings.  You  answer  with 
the  usual  identifiers.  The  voice  on  the 
other  end  belongs  to  a  lay  dispenser  in 
one  of  the  outlying  mountain 
settlements.  She  is  concerned  about  a 
man  who  is  at  his  bush  camp, 
complaining  of  abdominal  pain  and 
fever.  After  some  in-depth  questioning, 
you  tell  her  you  will  arrange  for  an  air 
medivac  to  come  see  the  man.  The 
chopper  arrives  quickly  at  your  little 
cottage  hospital  which  has  only  ten  beds, 
four  of  them  currently  occupied  with 
chronic  care  patients  -  three  elders  and 
a  young  quadriplegic  woman.  You  hop 
aboard  with  all  your  medivac  gear  -  all 
the  “just-in-case-you-need-it”  kind  of 
stuff.  “First  time  in  a  helicopter?”  asks 
the  pilot.  First  time  for  a  lot  of  things, 
you  think. 

Fort  Simpson,  a  small  town  of 
1 , 1 00  people,  is  situated  north  of  the  60th 
parallel  in  the  Northwest  Territories,  near 
the  Yukon  and  British  Columbia  borders, 
on  the  confluence  of  the  Mackenzie  and 
Liard  rivers.  It  was  where  I  worked  in 
an  entry-level  Nurse  Practitioner  role  for 
five  months  and  it  was  by  far  one  of  the 
best  experiences  of  my  life!  Comprised 
of  mainly  Dene,  Metis,  and  non-native 
peoples,  Fort  Simpson  offers  a  rather 
unique  and  refreshing  cultural  and 
spiritual  experience  in  an  unsurpassed 
wilderness  setting. 

I  would  not  venture  to  say  that 
the  transition  from  a  large  downtown 
Toronto  teaching  hospital  to  a  small 
cottage  hospital,  more  akin  to  a  health 
station,  was  an  easy  one.  I  was  certainly 
challenged  all  right!  Where  in  Toronto 
we  had  people  to  take,  process,  and  read 
x-rays,  in  Fort  Simpson  the  nurses  did 
this  as  well  as  applied  back  slab  casts 
and  splints,  having  to  suture  as 
necessary.  And  forget  about  acting  on 
lab  results  right  away  -  it  takes  at  least 
a  week  to  get  results!  With  no  doctors 
available  other  than  on  the  phone,  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  develop  my  assessment 
skills  more  fully  and  venture  into  an 
area  of  practice  that,  in  the  south,  is 


heavily  discouraged  by  General 
Practitioners.  Although  we  have  all 
worked  with  multicultural  groups,  being 
fully  immersed  in  a  different  culture 
heightened  my  sensitivity  to  the  value 
of  diversity  and  what  it  has  to  offer  our 
changing  health  care  system.  It  was  a 
totally  different  way  to  practice,  and  I 
loved  it! 

I  suspect  that  I  was  in  a  really 
unique  part  of  Canada,  for  the  cultures 
seemed  to  blend  fairly  well  together, 
each  contributing  to  the  other.  I  worked 
and  lived  with  native  and  non-native 
people.  Whenever  there  was  a  wedding 
or  celebration,  the  dance  in  the  arena 
would  be  open  to  everyone,  native  and 
non-native  alike.  When  the  Snowbirds 
came  to  town,  there  was  a  feast,  a 
baseball  game  and  a  drum  dance  that  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all.  When 
economics  drove  the  decision  to  close 
the  hospital  and  have  in  its  place  a 
wellness  centre,  the  people  of  the  town 
joined  forces  to  make  sure  their  voices 


were  being  heard  and  their  needs  were 
being  addressed.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
influence  of  the  Metis,  themselves  a 
blended  people.  Or  perhaps,  in  the  spirit 
of  cooperation,  this  community  was 
achieving  a  kind  of  empowerment  that 
most  people  cannot  even  begin  to 
imagine,  procuring  changes  to  service 
delivery  that,  in  the  end,  stand  to 
actually  meet  their  unique  needs. 

How  has  this  experience  changed 
me?  It  made  me  realize  the  wealth  of 
knowledge  that  we  as  U  of  T  grads  have 
and  can  draw  upon  anytime.  It  actually 
does  not  matter  that  we  may  not  have 
used  our  information  for  a  very  long 
time  —  it  is  still  there.  We  have  much 
to  contribute  to  health  care,  but  we  must 
also  be  open  to  contributions  from  a 
variety  of  other  sources.  And,  as 
learning  happens  on  many  different 
levels,  it  is  my  hope  that  we  in  the  south 
will  be  open  to  learning  from  those  in 
the  north  and  vice  versa.  We  all  still 
have  so  much  to  learn. 
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So,  what  are  you  up  to... 


Joy  Calkin  6T0  lives  in  Calgary,  and  was 
recently  appointed  President  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Extendicare  Inc. 

Barbara  Wilson-Meyers  (nee  Meyers) 
6T2  graduated  from  York  University  in 
November  1996  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Administrative  Studies  degree  and  a 
Certificate  in  Health  Administration. 

Norah  O’Leary  Brochu  (nee  Oldham) 
6T9,  7T4  lives  in  Ottawa,  and  is  the 
Director  of  Nursing  and  Health  Policy 
for  the  Canadian  Nurses  Association. 

Sandra  Sprenger  9T1  has  just  moved 
back  to  Ontario  after  spending  five  years 
in  Florida.  She  is  the  new  supervisor  at 
the  St.  Catharines  branch  of  Para-Med 
Health  Services. 

Gita  Proudman  (nee  Kumar)  9T6 

married  her  husband  Jason  on  May  31, 
1997.  Gita  is  currently  working  as  a 
Maternal  Child  Nurse  at  Humber  River 
Regional  Hospital,  Church  Street  Site. 

✓  Check  out 
research  ’98 

✓  The  Faculty  of  Nursing’s  annual 
conference  has  grown!  RESEARCH 
UTILIZATION:  Preparing  for  the  New 
Millennium  is  the  title  for  the  Faculty’s 
first  international-based  conference. 

✓  Pre-conference  workshops  will  take 
place  April  23  at  University  of  Toronto. 

✓  Conference  is  April  24  and  25  at  the 
Metro  Toronto  Convention  Centre. 

✓  Please  call  (4 16)  978-5627  to  be  placed 
on  the  mailing  list. 


Connections 


...  is  published  by  the  University  of 
Toronto  Faculty  of  Nursing  Alumni 
Association.  The  FNAA  also  supports 
scholarships  and  programs  for  both  alumni 
and  students.  These  are  made  possible 
through  your  gifts  to  the  University  of 
Toronto  Nursing  Annual  Fund.  Please 
consider  becoming  an  annual  contributor. 

Honorary  President 
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Photographs  in  this  issue: 

Karen  Carlyle  and  Jacqueline  Willems 


Advance  Notice: 
Spring  Reunion  ’98 

If  you  graduated  from  Nursing  in  a  year  that 
ends  in  a  3  or  an  8,  we  hope  you’ll  come 
back  to  U  of  T  between  Thursday,  June  4, 
and  Sunday,  June  7,  1 998,  to  celebrate  your 
reunion.  Details  to  follow. 

If  you  want  to  plan  an  event  for  your 
classmates,  please  call  the  Nursing  Alumni 
Office  at  (4 16)  978-4786. 
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